 Troy Fire Protection District
Regular Meeting of

The Board of Trustees

May 19, 2021
The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees for the Troy Fire Protection District was held at the Troy Firehouse on May19, 2021.  President Dan Gonzalez called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  A roll call was taken: board members present were Dan Gonzalez, Joe Leach, Kevin Byrne, Phil Loethen, and Darren Reeves.  This was an open meeting without a Zoom option.
Dan asked the trustees if anyone has been contacted by Madison County regarding our new trustee Ryan Cunningham being appointed.  No one had any information.  Dan announced since we can not confirm that the county approved the appointment, Dan Reeves will still be a trustee.  Dan introduced Ryan. 

Announcements/Public Comment

There were no public comments.
Thank You Cards

No thank you cards were sent.
Minutes

The May 18, 2021 meeting minutes were reviewed.

Motion was made by Kevin and 2nd by Joe to accept the minutes.  

Roll call vote 5 Yes 0 No 
The May 18, 2021 executive session meeting minutes were reviewed.

Motion was made by Darren and 2nd by Kevin to accept and seal the minutes.  

Roll call vote 5 Yes 0 No
Treasurer Report: Treasurer Joe Leach

The treasurer report was presented and is attached to these minutes.  

Motion made by Phil 2nd by Kevin to approve the treasurer report.

Roll call vote 5 YES 0 No

The bills of $136,284.98 were presented.

Motion made by Joe 2nd by Phil to pay the bills.

Roll call vote 5 YES 0 No

Phil questioned why our tax revenues were over $300,000 less than expected.  Joe said he didn’t know.  There was speculation that it was covid related and the revenue would eventually arrive.

Motion made by Joe 2nd by Phil to transfer $136,000 from money market to checking to pay the bills.

Roll call vote 5 YES 0 No

Equipment: Kevin Byrne
2014 Have an estimate to repair for $3,976.05
2031 was repaired and inspected.

2051 Had a headset repaired.
Phil asked what was discovered concerning insurance paying for the repairs.  The chief responded we have a $1,000 deductible.

Property: Joe Leach
New stove is installed.

Have paint to stripe the floors.

The new bushes are not looking good and will be treated.  There is a one year guarantee.

Personnel Report/ Dan Gonzalez 

Dan announced the chief will comment on personnel issues.

EMS REPORT and Fire Report - Chief Ed Collins
The chief reported 98 EMS calls and 30 fire calls for April.

Lindsey Blackwell still has not submitted her resignation letter.

Doug Dankenbring submitted a resignation letter as a part time EMS member.

Motion made by Joe 2nd by Darren to accept the resignation of Doug Dankenbring.

Roll call vote 5 YES 0 No

Old Business
2014 Chassis issue – The trustees discussed repairing 2014 and seeking financial relief from the manufacturer. 
Motion made by Joe 2nd by Phil to repair 2014 at a cost not to exceed $5,000 and to seek legal remedy to recover all costs.

Roll call vote 5 YES 0 No

Budget – Dan announced there will be a public budget meeting June 7, followed by a special board meeting to approve the budget.

Phil questioned if the budget had been amended following acceptance of the new contract.  The chief said he was working on it.

Union Contract – Phil made a motion 2nd by Kevin to re-affirm acceptance of the union contract.  
Roll call vote 5 YES 0 No

Phil commented that he was very impressed with the contract and thanked Dan, Darren, Chief Collins, Luke and Jason for all of their efforts.

The contract was executed. 
MABAS Ordinance – Motion was made by Phil 2nd by Darren to accept the MABAS agreement.

Roll call vote 5 YES 0 No

New Business
Firefighter Age – Phil made motion 2nd by Kevin to allow 18 year old individuals to join the department. At the age of 19, after completing probationary training, they will be eligible to be firefighters.

Spouse use of the gym – The trustees expressed concerns about liability and ADA compliance.  The topic was tabled and the fireman association was tasked with determining answers to those concerns.

Bud’s retirement party and Christmas in July – Motion made by Joe and 2nd by Kevin to spend $3,000 for both events.

Roll call vote 5 YES 0 No

EMT Training - Motion made by Phil and 2nd by Darren to spend $1,333 for EMT basic training for Eric Schmiskie.

Roll call vote YES Kevin, Dan, Phil, and Darren No Joe

Firefighter recognition – Motion was made by Joe 2nd by Darren to accept Darren Linenfelser as a firefighter.
Darren was sworn in by Phil.

Firefighter achievements – The following firefighters were recognized for earning a certification from The Office of the State Fire Marshal of Illinois as Basic Operations Firefighters.
Amy Buehne, Jenna Zellin, Jeffrey Merkel, James Williams, Taylor Reifschneider, Joshua Hewlett

Closed Session –
7:46 Phil made the motion 2nd by Kevin. “Motion to go into closed session to discuss specific personnel in accordance with Section 2(c)(1) of the Illinois Open Meetings Act.”

Roll call vote 5 YES 0 NO
Discussion/Action regarding closed session –
8:26 Returned to open session roll call Kevin, Joe, Dan, Phil, and Darren

Motion was made by Joe 2nd by Darren to approve the hiring of Kelly Huelsmann as the full time district administrator.  The salary and benefits are to be determined through the actions of a committee to be formed.  

Roll call vote 5 YES 0 NO

Motion made by Joe 2nd by Kevin that the chief is living a reasonable distance from the district and may maintain his current residence.

Roll call vote 5 YES 0 NO

Dan announced, in the future, we will be using our Chromebooks and will try to eliminate some paper.

8:29 Joe motion to adjourn, 2nd by Kevin
All in favor say AYE

Respectfully submitted

Phil Loethen, Secretary

